
SPAYING AND NEUTERING 
Spaying and neutering rabbits is critical 
in stopping the breeding cycle and to 
prevent more rabbits from suffering in 
an inhospitable environment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CARE 

& BE-
HAVIOR 

 Clean water, fresh, (plain), alfalfa 
rabbit pellets. 

 Grass hay,  fresh greens. 
 Shelter, protection from hot & cold 
 Rabbits generally shy and peaceful, 

are territorial of their space and will 
defend it. 

 Domestic rabbits prefer to pick their 
rabbit friends.  Respect their choices. 

 A rabbits first defense is to run but if  
cornered and frightened rabbits will 
bite, kick and scratch. 

 Rabbits love to dig and will tunnel 
underground for safety and to make 
their home. 

 Never chase a rabbit, they can die of  
cardiac arrest. 

 Ask rescue groups experienced with 
rabbits if rabbits need removed from 
a site. Rabbits are fragile. 

  

MEET YOUR COMMUNITY 
RABBITS! 

  What are “community rabbits”?  
Let’s define the term “community 
rabbits” as a group, colony, or war-
ren of DOMESTIC rabbits,  that 
have been abandoned on public or 
private property.  Many have been 
pets, some born into the colony have 
never known a home with people.  
Sometimes community rabbits are 
referred to as “feral/s”.   
Q&A’s 
Are rabbits related to rodents? 
No.  Rabbits are part of the order 
Lagomorphy, rodents are in  Ro-
dentia.  Domestic rabbits are related 
to the European wild rabbit. 
Do rabbits carry rabies? Any 
warm blooded animal can carry ra-
bies but rarely do domestic rabbits 
have rabies and are not considered a 
threat to humans. 
Do domestic rabbits breed with 
wild rabbits?  No, this is a myth. 
 
 
 

HOW CAN I HELP? 
Volunteer jobs are plentiful.  
Check with rescues or shelters. 
 Help with feeding and water-

ing. 
 Build/set-up water, feeding sta-

tions, fencing, safe enclosures. 
 Caring for sick rabbits. 
 Provide foster care. 
 Educate others on the plight 

and needs of community rab-
bits. 

 Post information. Make  flyers. 
 Computer data entry. 
 Cleaning rabbit habitats. 
 Adoption programs. 
 Transport 
 Take photos and write  news 

stories. 
 Adopt and/or foster rabbits. 
 SUPPORT LOCAL SHEL-

TERS & RESCUES WITH  
DONATIONS! 

 
 
Before volunteering always ask  



  
MEET YOUR 

COMMUNITY 
RABBITS! 

And how you can help. 
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Resources 

Adopting 

Animal abandonment is 
against the law! 

Report animal abuse 
and abandonment. 

RESOURCES 
 

  www.lvhrs.org                                                                  
  www.rabbitats.org 
  www.rabbit.prg 
 www.dontdumprabbits.org 
 
                                                                            
 
                                                                  
 

Volunteer, donate, adopt.  Bring 
your best self.  Together we can save 

the lives of community rabbits! 
 

Content and  photos can be reproduced  only with 
the expressed permission of Debby Widolf. 

(with the exception of the resources section) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOMESTIC RABBIT             
ABANDONMENT: AN                  

INCREASING CHALLENGE! 
 

Unfortunately community 
rabbit situations are on the 

rise because of  abandonment 
and irresponsible breeding 

due in part to the popularity 
of rabbits as pets.  Shelters 

and rescues that care for rab-
bits are always at capacity.  
The rabbits need your help! 

 
Kind regards and thank you, 

Your community rabbits 


