
 
November 2025
The Honorable Leticia Castillo
1021 O Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: AB 1382 (Castillo) Animals: sale of pets: intentional genomic alterations. – Support
Dear Assemblymember Castillo:
As an animal rescue, we write to thank you for authoring AB 1382 and respectfully urge your colleagues in the legislature to support this important legislation, which will ban the importation for profit and the sale of genetically modified pets produced using intentional genomic alterations if those alterations are done solely for the purpose of cosmetic appeal. The bill expressly exempts genetic alterations which are done for the purposes of enhancing the health of the animal or the human-animal interaction, such as creating hypoallergenic traits. 
Some intentional genomic alterations projects were motivated by potentially beneficial medical advancements; however, other companies have begun the development of genetically modified rabbits, cats, dogs, and other pets with altered appearances to fulfil consumer demand for "designer" traits, despite unknown long-term health risks. These genetic modifications run the risk of prioritizing aesthetics over the well-being of the animal, as well as drive consumer demand for novelty pets when there already exists a pet overpopulation crisis.
An article published by Wired in February details a startup, the Los Angeles Project, created with the goal of using clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats (CRISPR) and restriction enzyme mediated integration (REMI) technologies to create genetically modified animals. This project hopes to create animals such as glow-in-the-dark rabbits, dragons, and unicorns. The company has already been experimenting on embryos from frogs, fish, hamsters, and rabbits to produce these outcomes for the express purpose of creating fantastical pets for consumer purchase.
Although intentional genomic alteration can serve humane purposes, such as reducing allergens or preventing disease, altering animals for purely aesthetic reasons raises significant bioethical and welfare concerns. These modifications may result in deformities, chronic pain, and other serious health problems without any legitimate societal benefit.
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These projects will also further exacerbate the pet overpopulation crisis and further burden our state’s animal shelters. In 2016, the last year for which the Department of Public Health collected data on shelter animal outcomes, the state’s shelters euthanized 158,191 dogs and cats combined. While updated data is unavailable, animal sheltering and rescue communities agree that the pet overpopulation crisis has only worsened since that time. We should not further burden shelters by allowing the sale of novelty pets that will certainly end up in our state’s animal shelters after the novelty fades and consumers are unwilling to cater to their pets’ unique needs. 
For these reasons, we thank you again for authoring this important legislation and urge your legislative colleagues to vote aye on AB 1382.
Sincerely,  


